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Welcome to ETHS District 202:
Eric Witherspoon, Superintendent

I

n this digital age, we can often feel overwhelmed with
information. Keeping up can be challenging. But
here’s an Annual Report that is easy to read, with short
articles and helpful visuals, providing an abundance of
important information about ETHS District 202.
Still, no single publication can adequately capture the
vibrancy, diversity, and enthusiasm at ETHS. True, our
school is ranked in the top 2% of high schools by U.S.
News & World Report and The Washington Post, that we’ve
posted our highest-ever ACT scores, that we have more
students than ever enrolled in Advance Placement courses,
and that the average GPA for all student-athletes last
year was a 3.54. Yet, even that only tells part of the
story.

Today’s Wildkits enjoy boundless school spirit and pride.
They excel in academics, in the fine and performing arts,
in competitions and more. But, most of all, our students
excel in being good human beings who are learning and
growing in a nurturing environment , developing their
talents, and
benefiting from
the countless
opportunities
available to them
at this high-performing high
school.

Snapshot of ETHS:
William Stafford, ETHS Chief Financial Officer

T

his 2nd Popular Annual Financial Report (PAFR)
is designed to give Evanston/Skokie residents an
overview of Evanston Township High School
District 202—a snapshot of the district’s finances for the
prior year, as well as general information that highlights
student achievement, academic initiatives, partnerships,
and programs.
The selected financial information is taken from statements found in our audited Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report
(CAFR) for the last
fiscal year, a detailed
report prepared in
accordance with
generally accepted
accounting principles
(GAAP). The PAFR,
however, is unaudited
and summarizes, in an
accessible manner, the
financial data reported
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in the CAFR. The PAFR is presented on a non-GAAP
basis, which eliminates certain component units and funds
to streamline reporting.
The Government Finance Officers Association of the
United States and Canada recently gave our first PAFR
(for 2011-12) an Award for Outstanding Achievement in
Popular Annual Financial Reporting, a prestigious national
award recognizing conformance with the highest standards
for preparation of state and local government popular
reports. To receive this award, which is valid for one year,
a government unit must publish a PAFR whose contents
conform to program standards of creativity, presentation,
understandability, and reader appeal. We believe this 2nd
report continues to conform to those standards.
The ETHS administration and school board firmly believe
in public scrutiny and transparency of the district finances.
Full copies of the district’s financial documents, including
the CAFR that contains detailed financial information,
are available in the ETHS business office or at the district
website: www.eths.k12.il.us. Call 847-424-7100 for more
information.

ETHS by the Numbers (2012-2013)
Students and Faculty

ETHS Class of 2013 profile

• 3, 155 students

12 National Merit Finalists
28 National Merit Commended Students
3 National Achievement Outstanding Students
125 Illinois State Scholars

• Student ethnic distribution: American Indian–0.5%,
Asian–3.8%, Black/African American–32%,
Hispanic–15.4%, Native Hawaiian–1%, Two or more
races–5.2%, White–42.9%
• Low-income enrollment – 40.8%
• 4-yr. graduation rate – 86.7% (Class of 2012)
• 33 languages spoken by students in ETHS
• 265 certified teachers (84% advanced degrees)
•  National Board Certified teachers – 19

I

College Attendance Rate (Class of 2012): 71%
Public		 44%
Private 28%

4-Yr.		 55%
2-Yr. 16%

Out-of-IL 36%
In-State		 36%

Triple National Kudos to ETHS for Student Success

n mid-April, for the second consecutive year, The Washington Post and U.S. News & World Report ranked ETHS
in the top 2% of high schools in America, based on such factors as the percentage of students taking Advanced
Placement courses. Both news outlets used data collected nationally, but U.S. News also applied its own Equity
& Excellence index and awarded ETHS a gold medal based on how well all of its students are prepared for college,
not just the college-bound. Also last spring, ETHS was among eight schools in the nation The College Board
honored for promoting academic success and college readiness for all students, and for its innovative ability to
inspire student success.

District Goals for 2012-2015
Goal 1 — Increase each student’s academic trajectory as
demonstrated through multiple measures.

Meet the ETHS
Board of Education

Goal 2 — Provide individualized supports, programs,
services, and curricula to ensure that each student will
demonstrate significant academic and social-emotional
growth during their experience at ETHS.
Goal 3 — Create a student-centered facility using 21st
Century resources to support the needs of our diverse
learning community.
Goal 4 — Provide consistent and stable financial
stewardship assuring: excellent education and opportunity
for each student; reasonable property taxes; leveraging
and optimizing resources; and values-based, cost-effective
allocation of resources.
Goal 5 — Strengthen relationships throughout the
community which enrich engagement among all
stakeholders and enhance student learning and well-being,
and assure full continuity of effort with District 65.

(Front row, left to right) Jonathan Baum; Pat Savage-Williams;
Gretchen Livingston, President; William Geiger (Back row,
left to right) Doug Holt; R. Scott Rochelle; Mark Metz, VicePresident; Supt. Eric Witherspoon; Russell Fillmore-Brady,
Student Board Member

Goal 6 — Maximize the reputation of ETHS.
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Challenging
budget environment ends in surplus

M

yriad questions plagued the district last year.
Would the legislature again underpay ETHS
in state aid? Would it decide how to fund
teacher pensions? Would interest rates stay at rock bottom,
affecting district investments and tax-caps that don’t keep
up with the increased costs of supplies, energy, services,
health benefits, and labor costs?
Despite these unknowns, the school board adopted a
balanced budget—for the 6th straight year—of $75.3
million in expenditures, a 0.1% decrease from the FY 12
budget. More importantly, the operating budget of $65.8
million, while 1% more than the previous year, included
over $1.5 million in cuts, especially in non-teaching
personnel costs, supplies and contractual services, and
greater use of teacher non-instructional duty assignments.
When considering cost reductions, the school board and
administration use Value-Based Budgeting, which focuses
as far from the classroom as possible.
Thanks to careful planning up front and constant monitoring and management over the year, the budget reflected
a surplus of around $3 million by year’s end. While state
school aid was cut by up to 10% and federal aid continued
to drop, the state was able to repay the $1 million it owed
ETHS in delayed state aid. A relatively warm winter and
a four-day summer school helped reduce the energy costs.
Unexpected revenues such as higher corporate property
replacement taxes, special-education reimbursements, and
property taxes also added to the budget surplus.
Thanks to collaborative negotiations between the school
board and its several unions, overall salary increases were
held to around 1.4%, although fringe benefits increased by
approximately 3%.
On Dec. 3, the legislature passed a pension-reform bill that
reduces the state’s pension liability by $160 billion over
30 years. This bill affects ETHS faculty members who are
members of the Teachers Retirement System by reducing
current employee retirement salary ceilings and benefits
and by reducing existing retiree cost-of-living increases.
The bill has no provision to shift pension costs from the
state to local school districts, but that concept is not yet off
the table and will likely be up for debate next spring.
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The revenue and expenditure charts on these pages reflect
the final ETHS budget for 2012-13. For more comprehensive information, see the district’s audited Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report in the Business Office or online
at the school’s web site (www.eths.k12.il.us).

Excellence Awards for
Financial Reporting
For the 5th straight year, ETHS received the
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award
for its 2012-13 budget, as well as a Certificate
of Achievement for Excellence in Financial
Reporting, from the Government Finance
Officers Association (GFOA). This is GFOA’s
top honor in governmental budgeting and is
awarded to fewer than 1% of Illinois school
districts. GFOA honored Mary Rodino, ETHS’s
Deputy Chief Financial Officer, for being
primarily responsible for earning the award.
These GFOA honors are in addition to its
award to ETHS for the Popular Annual Financial
Report (see p. 2).
Also, for the 5th year, the Association of School
Business Officials International awarded
ETHS its Certificate of Excellence in Financial
Reporting award for its FY 13 Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report (annual audit), an
award earned by less than 5% of Illinois school
districts.
The Illinois State Board of Education has
given ETHS its highest Financial Recognition
standing for the past decade.
Last May, Moody’s Investors Service assigned
ETHS its top “Aaa” bond rating for the 5th
consecutive year. ETHS is one of 19 Illinois
school districts, and 75 districts nationally, to
be top rated.

Where does the money come from?

E

THS District 202 receives funding from local, state,
and federal sources. The operating budget includes
the Education (general), Operations/Maintenance,
and Transportation Funds, as referenced in the district’s
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. The operating
budget makes up 93.7% of all revenues and 90.2% of all
expenditures. The funds not in the operating budget are
the Municipal Retirement, Debt Service, Capital Projects,
and Fire Prevention Funds. FY 2013 operating-budget
resources from all sources totaled $78,711,029, up 3.2%
from FY 2012. State general and categorical aid represented 16% of the revenue, while the federal government
supplied another 4%. The remaining 80% came from local
sources, especially from property taxes.
Property Taxes. Evanston property
owners pay taxes to several entities,
including District 202. ETHS’s portion
of the total property tax bill is just over
25% and has remained constant or slightly
reduced over the past five years. For FY
2013, property taxes made up 74% of
the ETHS operating revenue. Property
taxes also pay for the Bond and Interest
Fund, which covers annual debt service
on outstanding bonds, and the Illinois
Municipal Retirement Fund, which pays
retirement benefits for non-certified staff.

Other Local Revenues come from tuition, interest
on investments, food-service income, student fees, Tax
Increment Financing revenue, and other local sources.
ETHS received $3.1 million last year, a 3.3% increase
from FY 2012.
General State Aid. Following a delay while the legislature
debated the state budget, District 202 received $1,608,247
in FY 2013, about $24,000 less than was received the
previous year. The State calls this a pro-ration, but it really
is reduced state aid. All general state aid goes into the
Education Fund.

Operating Funds REVENUES by Category
Fiscal Year 2012-2013
Property Taxes 74%
Other Local Revenues 4%
General State Aid 2%
Categorical
State Aid 14%

Federal Aid 4%
District 202 is subject to tax caps, which
Corporate Property Replacement Tax 2%
limit the growth of taxes to 5% or the
Illinois Consumer Price Index (CPI),
whichever is lower. The district fiscal year straddles the
State Categorical Aid is aimed at specific needs and
current and previous years’ levies (3.0% for 2012, 1.7% for programs, including special-education personnel, trans2013), so the dollars available for this budget were a blend portation, bilingual programs, teacher-pension allocations,
of these rates. Property taxes for the operating funds were
and others. ETHS received $10.7 million, up 10.0% over
$58.2 million, an increase of 1.7% mainly due to the CPI. FY 2012.
Corporate Personal Property Replacement Taxes
(CPRT) are part of the state income taxes and generally
reflect the state of Illinois’s economy. The CPRT goes
into the Education, Operations/Maintenance, IMRF,
and Transportation Funds. Due to the economy, the tax
bottomed out in FY 2010, rose in FY 2011, and decreased
for FY 2012 because the state implemented a tax-amnesty
program. District 202 received $1.8 million for FY 2013,
an increase of about $100,000 over FY 2012.

Federal Aid goes toward No Child Left Behind, food
subsidies, IDEA, and Department of Human Services
costs. Total funding for FY 2013 was $3.2 million, a 10%
increase mainly due to increased use of IDEA flowthrough funds for special-education-related expenditures.
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Where does the money go?

T

he operating expenditure budget includes the
Education (general), Operations and Maintenance,
and Transportation funds, as explained in the
district’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. The
FY 2013 operating expenditure budget was $75,046,572,
a 1.4% increase over FY 2012. Salaries and fringe benefits
continue to dominate costs. Salaries represented 68% of
the budget and benefits were 7%—almost three-quarters
devoted to personnel costs.
Salaries are mainly determined by negotiated contracts
with the six labor unions in District 202. Due to certain
budget cuts and the turnover savings due to numerous
teacher retirements, total salaries amounted to $50.6
million, an increase of 3.6% for FY 2013 and represents
minor personnel cost increases.
Employee Fringe Benefits continue to increase but may
start to stabilize. These include health, life, and optional
dental insurance; Social Security, Medicare, and pension
expenses, with health insurance being the largest expense.
Total fringe benefits costs were $5.4 million, an overall
decrease of 23% due to a one-time expense for ERO retiree
costs paid in FY 2012.

Purchased Services. The district has made a concerted
attempt to cut spending in this area. Major efforts have
gone to lowering energy costs by entering into future
contracts to hedge the cost of electricity. Purchased
Services amounted to $5.8 million last year, an increase of
about 5.0%.
Supplies/Materials. This is another area the district is
striving to keep costs down. The total for FY 2013 was
$3.8 million, which is the same total experienced in FY
2012.
Capital Outlay. Expenditures amounted to $1.0 million,
the same level that occurred in FY 2012. It should be
noted that capital expenses in the Capital Fund amounted
to over $2.7 million in FY 2013.
Miscellaneous. Expenditures here amounted to $0.5
million, the same total experienced in FY 2012.
Tuition. Tuition amounted to $7.7 million for FY 2013,
representing a 10.0% increase over FY 2012, mainly attributable to increasing special-education costs.

Operating Funds EXPENDITURES by Category
Fiscal Year 2012-2013
Salaries 67%
Fringe 7%

Purchased Services 8%
Supplies and
Materials 5%
Capital Outlay 1%
Miscellaneous 1%
Tuition 10%
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Student achievement highest in
ETHS history

E

vanston Township High School offers its students
over 250 courses in a rigorous career and
college-preparatory curriculum that includes a
broad range of academic courses and electives. Twenty-seven Advanced Placement (AP) courses in art, English,
history/social science, math, science, and world languages
are available. Honors-level credit can be earned in 132
courses in all curricular areas.

ACT

ETHS academic progress is measured by the American
College Testing (ACT) Program that follows students
from 8th grade through 11th grade. All Illinois juniors
take the ACT college-entrance exam as part of the state’s
Prairie State Achievement Exam (PSAE). Many fewer also
take the SAT, designed by the College Board for college
admission.

Beginning with last year’s ACT, scores of all students,
including those who get approved testing accommodations, are included in a school’s composite score. This
increase in the testing pool caused state results to drop to
an 8-year low and national composite scores to plunge to a
5-year low. Yet, despite the change, the ETHS score went
up. The Class of 2013’s composite score at 23.2 is higher
than the 2012 and 2011 composite scores (both 23.0),
which did not include students with accommodations.

2012-13 was a banner year for student achievement at
ETHS. Last year, ETHS seniors registered a high ACT
composite score that bucks the state and national trend.
In addition, the percent of juniors and seniors taking AP
exams has steadily risen since 2004 from 36% to 59.9%
last year, and more ETHS students than ever earned a
score of 3, 4, or 5 on their AP exams.

Illinois is among only nine states that require students to
take the ACT. Despite the high number of students taking
the test, college-bound or not, ETHS’s composite score in
2013 was 23.2, well above the state (20.6) and national
(20.9) averages. Black, White, and Latino students
outscored their state and national counterparts, as well.

An apples-to-apples comparison in ACT scores is even
more dramatic for ETHS. If, as in past years, students with
accommodations are not included in the pool, ETHS’s
composite score for 2013 would be 23.9, the highest in
ETHS history.

ACT Comparison
Composite

Year

ACT Reported
# of Seniors
Tested*

English

Math

Reading

Science

ETHS
Avg

IL
Avg

Nat’l
Avg

2008-2009

633

23.7

24

23.4

22.7

23.5

20.8

21.1

2009-2010

627

23.3

23.8

23.6

22.6

23.5

20.7

21

2010-2011

636

22.9

23.5

22.7

22.3

23

20.9

21.1

2011-2012

678

22.9

23.4

22.9

22.2

23

20.9

21.1

2012-2013

737

23.3

23.4

23.1

22.5

23.2

20.6

20.9

*Beginning in 2012-13, ACT included students who took the test with accommodations in its report of graduating seniors.
For the years 2008-09 through 2011-12, this table reports only students who tested without accommodations. 2012-13
reports all students, including those that tested with accommodations.
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Student achievement, continued
SAT
The percentage of ETHS seniors taking the SAT has
decreased steadily since 1990-91 since most colleges and
universities now accept the ACT for admission. Only
14.72% of the 2013 senior class (107 students) took the
SAT. However, their scores were on average 122 points
above the national average in the three subjects tested
(verbal/critical reasoning, math, and writing).

about a 75% chance of obtaining a “C” or higher, in
the corresponding credit-bearing college courses, which
include English composition, algebra, social science, and
biology.
Research has shown that math and English scores are
more tightly correlated with college success than reading
and science scores. Math and English scores are strong
predictors of first-year GPA in college and are negatively

Advanced Placement Exam
ETHS sophomores, juniors and seniors may take AP
courses, which give them a chance to try college-level
work in high school. Due to a concentrated effort
to boost AP enrollment, a full quarter of the ETHS
student population (28.4%) took AP exams last year, a
2.5% increase from the previous year and the highest
percentage of students taking AP in documented
history. In addition, the percentage of students scoring
a 3, 4, or 5 remained steady (67% in 2013, 69% in
2012), despite the big jump in students who took at
least one AP exam. Students earning a 3 or more may
be given college credit at many colleges and universities.
Along with this overall increase in AP enrollment,
the percentage of students of color taking AP courses
has dramatically risen over the last decade. In 200102, 23% of the students taking AP courses were
non-White, and that percentage has steadily risen. Last
school year, 39% of the students taking AP courses were
students of color.
ACT College-Readiness Benchmarks
ACT’s College-Readiness Benchmark Scores are the
minimum score needed on an ACT subject-area test to
indicate a 50% chance of obtaining a “B” or higher, or

Percent of Non-White Students
Taking AP Courses at ETHS
Year

Percent
Number
Total AP
Non-White Non-White Enrollees

2012-2013

39%

360

930

2011-2012

36%

305

856

2010-2011

34%

256

753

2009-2010

30%

205

681

2008-2009

28%

186

663

correlated with students dropping out of college. The
higher the math and English scores the less likely students
are to drop out (Bettinger, Evans, & Pope, 2011).
The percent of ETHS students that meet or exceed the
College-Readiness Benchmarks is higher than both the
state and national percentages in all four subject areas.
In 2013, 73% of ETHS students met or exceeded the
benchmarks in English and 60% in math, the two subjects
most likely to predict college success.

ETHS Performance in Comparison to ACT College
Readiness Benchmarks
ACT College Readiness
Benchmarks

2013 Graduating Class

2012 Graduating Class

2013

2012

ETHS

Illinois

National

ETHS

Illinois

National

English

18

18

73%

63%

64%

71%

65%

67%

Math

22

22

60%

42%

44%

60%

44%

46%

Reading

22

21

56%

41%

44%

58%

47%

52%

Science

23

24

50%

35%

36%

42%

30%

31%

42%

25%

26%

38%

25%

25%

% Meeting All Four Benchmarks

8

Percent Students At Meeting/Exceeding Benchmark

ETHS enhances its curb appeal

E

vanston Township High School’s front yard has a
new look (see the front cover). Last summer, the
familiar, open expanse of grass framed by the iconic
twin towers at the top and two of the four wings built in
1967 underwent a makeover.

more user-friendly during the day and provides additional
security in the evening. Eight steles mirror the historic
towers and add visual interest. Similar enhancements were
used at the auditorium entrance on Dodge Ave. to improve
access for public events.

The changes include an identifying school sign, widened
sidewalks (including one across the lawn with an inlaid
compass at its center, shown below), significant landscaping, and increased lighting, which makes the campus

ETHS worked with architects, landscapers, and local
garden clubs to create a welcoming space that is environmentally conscious. The project added 14 trees, 165
shrubs, 951 perennials, and additional sod, thereby
reducing the school’s carbon footprint and aligning with
one of Evanston’s 10 goals during the city’s 150th anniversary year—to make Evanston one of the greenest communities in the U.S.
The newly designed commons also has a practical side. The
inviting concrete walkway across the lawn should reduce
students’ need to create their own paths, ones that turned
to mud and required frequent, expensive resodding.

ETHS names new Assistant Superintendent/Principal
On March 18, Marcus Campbell was hired as the new Assistant Superintendent/Principal, effective July 1.
Campbell brings considerable experience to his new position, all earned from teaching and administrative assignments
at ETHS. He began teaching English and, for three years, served as an AVID teacher and coordinator. In 2010-11, he
became Special Programs Director, coordinating all of ETHS’s academic-support
programs, and the following year became Director for Student Supports and Racial
Equity, adding oversight of the district’s racial-equity work to his job. He was promoted
to Associate Principal for Academic Affairs and Student Supports in 2012.
As Assistant Superintendent/Principal, Campbell is chief administrator for all school
operations, responsible for administration of the educational program, building
management, pupil-personnel services, and oversight of all student activities.
Raised in Chicago, Campbell holds a bachelor’s degree in English with a minor in
African American Studies from the U of Illinois-Champaign; a master’s in Education,
Social and Cultural Foundations in Education from DePaul; and soon will receive his
Doctorate in Educational Leadership and Supervision from National-Louis.
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Full Steam ahead at ETHS

P

reparing students to compete in science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM) is critical to today’s
global economy. Since STEM education shares
similar values found in fine-arts education such as innovation, critical thinking, and problem solving, art was added
to the other disciplines, and STEM is now STEAM at
ETHS, one of the first schools in the country to adopt this
concept.
Last year, two important partnerships furthered STEAM
education at ETHS. On September 6, 2012, the new
ETHS outpost for Northwestern University’s Office
of STEAM Education Partnerships opened to provide
students and faculty with cutting-edge opportunities in
academics, research, career exploration, and collaboration
among the various content areas. “STEAM, in the real
world, integrates disciplines based on needs, using the
same thinking skills,” said Kristen Perkins, NU/ETHS
Partnership Coordinator for STEAM experiences.

While STEAM education has been on ETHS’s radar
screen for a while, several opportunities recently brought
it to the forefront, including the NU partnership and
Schaeffer’s gift. ETHS currently has two STEAM labs:
an Engineering Lab, in operation for a couple years, and
a Digital Photography Lab that was built this summer. A
new STEAM course, Geometry in Construction, enrolled
its first students this fall, and another math course incorporates the “A” in STEAM to problem solve. In addition,
to foster the cross-department collaboration at the heart
of STEAM education, ETHS teachers and administrators
participated this past summer in a professional development program at NU called “Design Challenge.”

In addition, last fall ETHS Distinguished Alumni winner
Leonard Schaeffer, ’63, pledged $500,000 to the ETHS
Educational Foundation to build STEAM labs to be
matched with $100,000 in private funds. That amount,
and more, was raised and will cover the costs of the new
labs, scheduled for construction in summer 2014.
The adaptable Engineering Lab houses several of the
five pre-engineering courses taught at ETHS.

Students apply geometry skills to
Last year, the Math and Career/Technical Education
(CTE) departments at ETHS dreamed big and developed
an interdisciplinary STEAM course where students learn
both geometry and construction skills while building
an actual house. This fall, “Geometry in Construction”
launched with 56 students, thanks to two energetic teachers
and solid community and school support.
This double-period course is designed to give students a
better understanding of geometry and construction by
combining academics and world-of-work experiences.
Taught by Maryjoy Heineman (Math) and Matthew
Kaiser (CTE), the course is modeled after a program
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started at a Colorado high school several years ago.
Over the school year, the students will build a one-story,
three-bedroom, frame house—16-feet by 75-feet—in
ETHS’s back parking lot. When finished in May, it will be
moved to a City-donated property at 1941 Jackson Ave.
Students will gain hands-on experience in construction
safety, framing, HVAC, plumbing, roofing, windows, exterior doors, and siding. But, “the course’s problem-solving
aspects go beyond geometry and construction,” said Peter
DeCraene, ETHS Math chair. “They’ll learn teamwork,
how to communicate, how to trust each other, and how to
stick with something they don’t know,” he added.

Inflatables a perfect Steam blend

S

tudents of ETHS teacher Zachary Herrmann have turned
math into art for several years in an Inflatables Project
held each spring. Herrmann’s trigonometry and geometry
honors students use their knowledge of math and 21st-century
skills they acquire during the school year to create giant, inflatable art sculptures.

Last spring, Luis Avila (at left), Ben Fouty, and Noah
Kanter explained their Inflatable project to Peter
Bavis, Asst. Supt.for Curriculum and Instruction.

Working in teams, the students design, construct, and analyze
the balloon-like sculptures built with tablecloth plastic and tape,
which are then inflated with box fans and displayed in an ETHS
gym for faculty evaluation. Herrmann has upped the students’
use of technology, as well, by having them utilize laser-measuring
devices, portable cameras, and mini-projections to capture and
share their progress.

Students Tally Dully (left) and Alex Hilliard
team up to build a stair stringer for the
house.

Western elevation of the Geometry in Constrution House, designed by local architect
DonnaLee Floeter.

build a house
Community partnerships are important to the program’s
success. “This year, a good deal of start-up money is
being supplied by the school, donations, and grants,” said
DeCraene. An advisory committee—including Robin
Rue (Signature Construction Services), Brian Lamberg
(Northshore Electric) Bob Fisher (Evanston Lumber),
Evanston architect DonnaLee Floeter, John Fuller, Lou
Dickson (Evanston Rebuilding Warehouse), Rob Anthony
(Community Partners for Affordable Housing), and
Warren Hallen (City of Evanston)—helped the school
develop the course last spring and summer and will oversee
progress during the year. Other sponsors are the ETHS
Educational Foundation and the Evanston Community

Foundation, both of which donated $10,000; Lemoi Ace
Hardware; and NorthShore Solar LLC.
The City of Evanston worked with ETHS to find a suitable
lot for the house, which will be sold by the Community
Partners for Affordable Housing to low-income residents.
Profits from the house sale will be used to buy materials
and supplies for building next year’s house. Community
residents will have quarterly chances to volunteer their
help on specially designated Community Build Days.
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ETHS teachers design, invent at Northwestern

T

his summer, 13 ETHS educators—from math,
career/technical education, science, art, and the
administration—worked together in cross-discipline groups at Northwestern University to design and
invent new products. Organized by Kristen Perkins, NU/
ETHS Partnership Coordinator of STEAM Partnerships,
and sponsored by David Gatchell, Director of NU’s
School of Engineering/Applied Science, the “Design Challenge” introduced the teachers to the process of design
thinking and to consider ways to integrate the process into
the courses they teach at ETHS.

Participants split into teams and were asked to identify a
persistent problem they have in their homes. Each team
ran a patent search to see if someone had already solved
the problem. If the patent was clear, the team designed
and built a working prototype at NU’s s design lab. They
tackled problems ranging from how to separate recyclable
materials from bathroom trash to how to create a candle
that burns for a specified amount of time, among others.
“We had a firsthand STEAM experience,” said Peter
Bavis, Asst. Supt. For Curriculum/Instruction, adding,
“The challenge is to find ways to bring this experience to
our students.” To that end, ETHS has developed a new
interdisciplinary, summer-school course that will focus
on innovation. The course will be co-taught by ETHS
teachers from the CTE, Fine Arts, Math, or Science
departments. The long-term goal is to develop an interdisciplinary, capstone-STEAM course for seniors.

Four ETHS educators from four disciplines teamed up this
summer to invent a clip to hold bed sheets in place (300 times
stronger than current clips on the market) at the Design Challenge. Pictured are (clockwise from upper l.) Tom Draganski
(math), Peter Bavis (administration), Jonathan Lawrence (career/
technical ed.), and Pam Baumgartner (fine arts).

Government guests visit ETHS
Two noted government officials visited ETHS last year.
ETHS alumnus Neal S. Wolin, ’79, Acting Secretary and
Deputy Secretary of the US Department of the Treasury,
made a special visit on February 26. He spent about an
hour meeting with students and school administrators and
visiting an Advanced Placement US History class. Prior
to his confirmation as Deputy Secretary in 2009, Wolin
served in the Obama White House as Deputy Assistant
to the President and Deputy Counsel to the President for
Economic Policy.
Audrey Rowe, administrator for Food and Nutrition
Services at the US Department of Agriculture, visited on
April 8. She talked with ETHS’s Nutrition Services staff
about local food sourcing and received a first-hand glimpse
at a new “Farm to School” model being piloted at ETHS
and in District 65 schools. The goal of Farm to School is to
make it easier for school food-service programs to purchase
foods produced by local farmers. The USDA supports the
Farm to School Program through research, training, tech12

nical assistance, and grants. Rowe visits schools throughout
the US to look for innovative ideas to get students to eat
healthier foods.

Supt. Eric Witherspoon greeted Neal Wolin (at
left) when Wolin visited ETHS in February.

ETHS Kudos in 2012-13
Students
In science and engineering…
• The ETHS Senior Team placed 2nd
at the State Math Contest Finals
held May 4 at the U of IL-Champaign/Urbana.
• A team of ETHS seniors finished 5th
in the nation in the Moody’s Mega
Math Challenge in April. Maggie
Davies, Caroline Duke, Laura
Goetz, Katie Latimer, and Dina
Sinclair comprised the only finalist
team from Illinois and shared a
$5,000 scholarship award.
• After taking 1st place at regionals,
ETHS’s Society of Hispanic
Professional Engineers placed 8th
in their division at the National
Science Bowl, held in Washington,
DC, in April. The competition is sponsored by the US
Department of Energy.
In extracurriculars…
• Last May, a junior-varsity team from ETHS placed 2nd
in the Chicano College Bowl, a tournament that brings
together students from area high schools to learn about
Mexican-American history and help create a positive
cultural identity. Three ETHS teams, all members of
Latino QUEST, an extracurricular club, competed at
the college bowl: two in the knowledge tournament,
and one in dance. Pictured above are junior-varsity team
members (above, from left) Angelica Solano, Angeles
Andrade, June-Luc Walthall, and Nancy Cardenas.
• Last year, for the third consecutive time, ETHS was
named the Interscholastic Table Tennis State Champion,
and ETHS’s Ultimate Frisbee Team was the Chicago
Ultimate Junior Organization Champs for the third
year, as well.

• ETHS’s Mock Trial Team advanced to the final round
in the Illinois State Bar Association’s High School
Tournament held in March. ETHS competed against 40
schools.
In sports…
• ETHS student-athletes posted impressive academic
records in 2012-13—100% of all varsity teams earned a
Team GPA above a 3.0; 75% of all varsity teams earned
a 3.4 or higher; 89.5% of all athletic teams earned a
Team GPA of 3.0 or higher, and and the average GPA
for ALL student-athletes last year was a 3.54.
• In Track & Field, the girls claimed their 29th Top Ten
finish as they took 10th place at the state finals. The boys’
team won its third sectional title in four years and won
All-State honors in the 4x100 and 4x400 relays at the state
meet, the first time in seven years ETHS has won All-State
honors in multiple relays. Also, Sam Weiner and Conner
Woolf finished 9th in boys’ tennis state finals. Finally, Tiaira
Scott won the USA Wrestling National Championship.
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Kudos,

continued

In fine arts…
• In February, ETHS was among 129 schools nationwide
named a GRAMMY Signature School semifinalist in
recognition of its total music curriculum and performance opportunities for students. A three-time recipient, ETHS was named a GRAMMY Signature Schools
Award winner in 2003, 2006, and 2009.
• In December, the ETHS Symphony Orchestra was
chosen to perform in a special open rehearsal with
internationally acclaimed conductor Leonard Slatkin
(pictured below) at the Midwest Band and Orchestra
Clinic, the world’s largest music education conference.
• Also in December, the ETHS Choir performed in
concert at the White House.
• Last May, senior Quinn Sengupta, was among 685
students (out of 10,000 applicants nationwide) who was
named a 2013 National YoungArts Foundation winner.
A member of the ETHS jazz band, Quinn has played
piano for 11 years.
In writing…
• The ETHS newspaper, The Evanstonian, won a gold
medal and eight students earned 1st place in the
Northern Illinois School Press Assn. contest.
In chess…
• Senior Sam K. Miller earned six wins and a draw to win
his section at the Chess SuperNationals held in April in
Nashville, TN. His near-perfect score lead his ETHS
section team to a 9th-place trophy.
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Staff
• ETHS boys’ track/field/cross country Head Coach, Don
Michelin, was inducted into the Illinois Track/Cross
Country Coaches Hall of Fame in January. Michelin
has coached at ETHS for 28 years, helped guide the
’Kits to four state track/field trophies and a 4th place in
cross country, and coached five different relay teams to
state championships. — Also in January, girls’ track/
field coach, Fenton Gunter, received Coach of the Year
honors for leading ETHS to 3rd place at the 2012 state
finals. This is the 12th time in 21 years that Gunter has
been named Coach of the Year.
• Cindy Curtis, teacher in the ETHS Career/Technical
Education Department, received the 2012 Concidine
“Big Thinker” Award from the Technology Education
Association of Illinois last November.
• In October 2012, ETHS teachers Rick Cardis (History/
Social Science) and Tamie Holmes (English) received a
Learning and Teaching Award at the National Summit
for Courageous Conversations, held in San Antonio,
TX. They were recognized for their leadership in
promoting radically innovative, culturally relevant
instruction, and for facilitating the highest levels of
achievement for underserved students of color.
• William Stafford, ETHS Chief Financial Officer, was
elected President of the Illinois Municipal Retirement
Fund’s Board of Trustees for 2013.

Facilities update

D

uring 2012-13, several major improvements
were made to ETHS, some planned, some
not. The remake of the school’s front yard,
undertaken last summer, was planned and budgeted for
during the last school year. What wasn’t anticipated was a
rainstorm with forceful wind shear that damaged the roof
and facings and a lightening strike to one of the landmark
towers, causing piles of terra cotta to fall. Both of the
school’s towers were enveloped in scaffolding for a year,
and the restoration cost over $500,000, not fully covered
by insurance.
Other facilities improvements last year included creating
the Digital Photography and Geometry in Construction
labs, refinishing the floor in Beardsley Gym and four
other gyms, and completing improvements started the
year before to the Student Health Center, including
repainting the walls and installing new carpeting,
lighting, and certain medical fixtures. ETHS received a
$76,000 federal grant to help with this project.

Last summer, ETHS combined two single classrooms into
one large room to create the Digital Photography Lab.
Students download and manipulate their photos on 30 new
Macintosh computers.

Evanston Township High School

Educational Foundation

Evanston Township High School continues to maintain its
reputation as one of the finest public high schools in the
country thanks to the vision of our leaders, the dedication
of our faculty and staff, and the generosity of our alumni,
parents, and other friends. Our supporters understand that
excellence doesn’t happen by accident: it requires a steady
infusion of time, talent, and financial resources.
The ETHS Educational Foundation was established in 2005.
Through individual, corporate and foundation gifts, the Foundation is able to raise and distribute funds to the high school
that complement, enhance and enrich, beyond the means of
conventional public funding, opportunities that further the
educational mission of Evanston Township High School.

The Educational Foundation has accomplished much,
raising more than $675,000 for capital improvements in
just three years for science labs (over $500,000 last year
alone), a wireless campus, new athletic fields, and more. In
2008, the foundation formed the ETHS Parent Emeritus
Group made up of parents of ETHS alumni. Over the
past three-plus years, the group has raised over $29,000 to
support foundation projects.
Ways to give: general donation, engrave a brick or bench,
planned-giving options, gifts of marketable securities,
tix4cause, and many other ways. For more information,
Contact Fran Caan, ETHS Director of Development, at
847-424-7157 or caanf@eths.k12.il.us.
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