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Welcome to ETHS District 202:
Eric Witherspoon, Superintendent
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n this digital age, we can often feel overwhelmed with information. Keeping up can
be challenging. But here’s a 15-page Annual
Report that is easy to read, with short articles
and helpful visuals, providing an abundance of
important information about Evanston Township
High School District 202.

Still, no single publication can adequately capture the vibrancy, diversity, and enthusiasm at
ETHS. True, our school is ranked in the top 2% of
high schools by US News & World Report and The
Washington Post. True, we are posting the highest
ACT scores in our history. True, we have the most
students ever enrolled in Advanced Placement
courses, and our students are excelling in their
extracurricular activities and community service.
Yet, even that only tells part of the story.

Today’s Wildkits enjoy boundless school spirit and
pride. They excel in academics, in the fine and performing arts, in competitions, and more. But, most
of all, our students excel in being good human
beings who are learning and growing in a nurturing
environment,
developing their
talents, and benefiting from the
countless opportunities available
to them at this
high-performing
high school.

Snapshot of ETHS:

William Stafford, ETHS Chief Financial Officer

T

his 4th annual ETHS Digest: Popular Annual
Financial Report (PAFR) is designed to give
Evanston/Skokie residents an overview of Evanston Township High School District 202—a snapshot of
the district’s finances for the prior year, as well as general information that highlights student achievement,
academic initiatives, partnerships, and programs.
The selected financial information is taken from statements found in our audited Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report (CAFR) for the last fiscal year, a
detailed report prepared in accordance
with generally accepted
accounting principles
(GAAP). The PAFR,
however, is unaudited
and summarizes, in
an accessible manner, the financial data
reported in the CAFR.
The PAFR is presented
on a non-GAAP basis,
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which eliminates certain component units and funds to
streamline reporting.
For the 3rd consecutive year, the Government Finance
Officers Association of the United States and Canada,
which reviews this publication, granted last year’s ETHS
Digest an Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Financial Reporting, a prestigious national
award recognizing conformance with the highest standards for preparation of state and local government
popular reports. To receive this award, valid for one
year, a government unit must publish a PAFR whose
contents conform to program standards of creativity,
presentation, understandability, and reader appeal. We
believe this new ETHS Digest, which reflects 2014-15,
continues to conform to those standards.
The ETHS administration and school board firmly
believe in public scrutiny and transparency of the
district finances. Full copies of the district’s financial
documents, including the CAFR that contains detailed
financial information, are available in the ETHS business
office or at the district website: www.eths.k12.il.us.
Call 847-424-7100 for more information.

Cover photo: ETHS tuba players (from L.) Tom Davies, Abi Otwell, Harrison Philips, and Joey Parker marched with the Wildkit
Marching Band in Evanston’s 4th of July parade last summer. (Photo by Kathy Bauer, Band parent)

ETHS by the numbers 2014-2015
Students and Faculty

• 3,238 students
• Student ethnic distribution: American
Indian—0.3%, Asian—4.8%, Black/African
American—30.2%, Hispanic—16.6%, Native
Hawaiian—0.1%, two or more races—4.3%,
White—43.7%
• Languages spoken by students in ETHS—38
• Low-income enrollment—41%
• 4-yr. graduation rate—88% (Class of 2014)
• 5-yr. graduation rate—90% (Class of 2013)
• College attendance rate—81%(Class of 2013)
• 237 certified teachers (91% with advanced
degrees)
• National Board Certified teachers—18

ETHS Class of 2015 profile
• 19 National Merit semifinalists
• 32 National Merit and National Achievement
Commended Students
• 8 National Achievement Semifinalists
• 203 Illinois State Scholars

I

ETHS student
success
continues to
earn national
rankings

n Spring 2015, US News & World Report
and The Washington Post released their
annual national high school rankings that
both placed ETHS in the top 2-3% in the
nation. US News advanced ETHS’s state rank
from 21st to 15th, and its national placement
at 456 earned ETHS a Gold Medal based
on state proficiency standards and how well
students are prepared for college, among
other indicators. The Washington Post moved
ETHS up to 584 nationally (from 601) out of
over 21,150 public high schools and placed it
again at 17th in the state, above neighboring
North Shore scho ols.

District goals for 2012-2015
Goal 1 Increase each student’s academic trajectory
as demonstrated through multiple measures.

Goal 2 Provide individualized supports, programs,
services, and curricula to ensure that each student will
demonstrate significant academic and social-emotional growth during their experience at ETHS.

Meet the ETHS Board of
Education

Goal 3 Create a student-centered facility using
21st Century resources to support the needs of our
diverse learning community.
Goal 4 Provide consistent and stable financial stewardship assuring: excellent education and opportunity for each student; reasonable property taxes;
leveraging and optimizing resources; and valuesbased, cost-effective allocation of resources.
Goal 5 Strengthen relationships throughout the
community which enrich engagement among all
stakeholders and enhance student learning and
well-being, and assure full continuity of effort with
District 65.
Goal 6 Maximize the reputation of ETHS.

(Back row, left to right). Anne Sills, Mark Metz (Vice-President),
Eric Witherspoon (Superintendent), Doug Holt; (Front row,
left to right) Monique Parsons, Gretchen Livingston,
Pat Savage-Williams (President), Jonathan Baum, Camille Allen
(Student Member)
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Challenging budget environment ends in surplus

T

he year 2014-15 was a challenging one financially for Evanston Township High School
District 202. It continued to be one of having to do more with less. Myriad unresolved issues
plagued Illinois school districts: underpayment of
general state aid with no end in sight, not extending the added income taxes, how and who would
pay for teacher pensions (the state or local districts), rock-bottom interest rates that affect district
investments, and tax caps that don’t keep up with
the increased costs of supplies, energy, services,
health benefits, and labor.
Despite these unknowns, the ETHS school board
adopted a balanced budget—for the 8th straight
year—of $79.7 million in expenditures, a 2.5%
overall increase than the FY 2014 budget. This in
a year when over 67% of Illinois districts had deficit
budgets. More importantly, the operating budget
of $69.9 million, also 2.5% over the previous year,
included continued conservation of water and
energy use, extensive use of state grants to transition to energy saving LED lighting inside and
outside of the school, and initiating a new staff
wellness program to help control ETHS’s health
insurance costs. When considering cost reductions, the school board and administration use
Value-Based Budgeting, which focuses reductions
as far from the classroom as possible.
Due to careful financial planning up front and constant budget adjustments as the year unfolded,
the budget reflected an operating fund surplus of
approximately $3.2 million by year’s end. While Illinois legislative aid to schools was cut by up to 10%
and federal education aid continued to drop, the
state was able to catch up on the $1 million it owed
ETHS in delayed state-aid payments from the previ-
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ous year. Unexpected revenues such as higher than
expected corporate property replacement taxes,
special education revenues, and property taxes
also contributed to the year-end budget surplus.
To date, no apparent progress has been made in
legislative debates over how to fund teacher pensions. The Illinois Supreme Court vetoed the state’s
pension reform law, tossing its remedy back to the
legislature. Current options seem to favor shifting
the normal cost of teachers’ pensions from the
state to the local school districts, and phasing in
that process over several years. The largest budget
concern is the shift of normal cost to the district,
which could amount to 8% of teachers’ payroll
phased in at .5% a year. In total, this could amount
to an annual cost of $2 million. Another financial
threat is Senate Bill 1 that would reallocate all state
revenues under a new funding formula. Under the
new formula District 202 would lose $2.2 million in
state aid, which means all of the District’s general
state aid and some of its special education funding
would be lost. The similar loss for District 65 would
be in excess of $6.5 million.
Thanks to budget reductions made the previous
year and turnover savings from numerous teacher
retirements, salary increases were held to 4.3%,
although total fringe benefits increased by approximately 1.3% for a variety of reasons, primarily for
health coverage.
The revenue and expenditure charts on these
pages reflect final budget numbers for the 2014-15
school year. For more comprehensive information,
see the district’s audited Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report (CAFR) in the Business Office or
online at the school’s web site (www.eths.k12.il.us
under Business Services).

Excellence Awards for Financial Reporting

or the 7th consecutive year, ETHS received the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for its 201415 budget, accompanied by a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting, from the
Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA). This is GFOA’s top honor in governmental budgeting and is
awarded to fewer than 1% of Illinois school districts. These GFOA budget honors are in addition to its renewed
award to ETHS for the Popular Annual Financial Report.

Also, for the 7th year, the Association of School Business Officials International awarded ETHS its Certificate of
Excellence in Financial Reporting award for its FY 15 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (annual audit),
an award earned by fewer than 5% of Illinois school districts.

The Illinois State Board of Education has given ETHS its highest Financial Recognition standing for the last seven years.
Last May, Moody’s Investors Service assigned ETHS its highest “Aaa” bond rating for the 7th consecutive year.
ETHS is one of only 20 Illinois districts and 74 districts nationally to be top rated.The Illinois State Board of
Education has given ETHS its highest Financial Recognition standing for the last six years.

4

Where does the money come from?

E

THS District 202 receives funding from local,
state, and federal sources. The operating
budget includes the Education (general),
Operations and Maintenance, and Transportation
Funds, as referenced in the district’s Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report. The district’s operating
budget makes up 93% of all revenues and 89%
of all expenditures. The funds excluded from the
operating budget are the Municipal Retirement,
Debt Service, Capital Projects, and Fire Prevention
Funds. FY 2015 operating budget resources from
all sources totaled $88,919,864, a 8.15% increase
from FY 2014. General and categorical state aid
represented 22% of the revenue (19% the previous year), while the federal government supplied
another 3%. The remaining 75% came from local
sources, especially from property taxes.

sumer Price Index (CPI), whichever is lower. The
district fiscal year straddles the current and previous years’ levies (1.5% for 2014, 0.8% for 2015), so
the dollars available for this budget were a blend
of these rates. Property taxes for the operating
funds were $60.7 million.

Property Taxes. Evanston property owners pay
taxes to several entities, including District 202.
ETHS’s portion of the total property tax bill is just
over 25%. This percentage has remained constant
or slightly reduced over the past five years. For FY
2015, property taxes represented 68% of the total

Other Local Revenues come from tuition, interest
on investments, food service income, student fees,
Tax Increment Financing revenue and other local
sources. ETHS received $3.4 million in FY 2015 in
other local revenues which is about the same as
was received in FY 2014.

Corporate Property Replacement Taxes are part
of the state income taxes and generally reflect the
state of the Illinois economy. The CPRT goes into
the Education, Operations-Maintenance, IMRF,
and Transportation funds. Due to the economy,
the tax bottomed out in FY 2010, rose in FY 2011,
but decreased for FY 2012 due to state tax-amnesty program. In FY 2013 there was a slight
increase. District 202 received $2.3 million for FY
2015, slightly higher than FY 2014.

Operating Funds Revenues by Category
Fiscal Year 2014-2015
Federal Aid 3%
Corporate Property Replacement Tax 3%

Property Taxes 75%

General State Aid 2%
Categorical State Aid 20%

Other Local Revenues 4%

ETHS operating revenue. In addition, property
taxes pay for the Bond and Interest Fund, which
covers annual debt service on outstanding bonds,
and the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund, which
pays retirement benefits for non-certified staff.
District 202 is subject to property tax caps, which
limit the growth of taxes to 5% or the Illinois Con-

General State Aid. Following a long
delay while the legislature debated
the state budget, District 202 received
$1,648,799 in FY 2015, a decrease of 1.0%
over the previous year. For FY 2016, the
State Superintendent said state aid will
be prorated at 87% (a 13% reduction)
and that the level will not increase. ETHS
assumed its amount would be $1.4 million, the lowest amount estimated by the
State Superintendent. All General State
Aid goes into the Education Fund.

Categorical State Aid is aimed at specific
needs and programs, including special
education personnel, transportation,
bilingual programs, teacher pension allocations and others. ETHS received $18.1 million, a
30% decrease from FY 2015 due to pension costs
recognized as revenues.
Federal Aid goes toward No Child Left Behind,
food subsidies, IDEA, and Department of Human
Services costs. Total funding for FY 2015 was $2.7
million, the same as FY 2014.
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Where does the money go?

T

he operating expenditure budget includes
the Education (general), Operations and
Maintenance, and Transportation funds, as
explained in the district’s Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report. The FY 2015 operating expenditure budget was $85,661,925, a 6.6% increase over
FY 2014. Salaries and fringe benefits continue
to dominate costs. Salaries represented 71% of
the budget and fringe benefits were 7%—over
three-quarters devoted to personnel costs.
Salaries are mainly determined by negotiated
contracts with the six labor unions in District 202.
Due to the turnover savings due to numerous
teacher retirements, total salaries amounted to
$61.1, an increase of 9.9% for FY 2015.
Employee Fringe Benefits include health, life,
and optional dental insurance; Social Security,
Medicare, and pension expenses, with health
insurance being the largest expense. However,
due to self-insuring and new wellness initiatives,
health insurance costs were expected to increase
only slightly for FY 2015. Total fringe benefits costs
for FY 2015 were estimated to be $5.7 million, an
increase of 5.5%.

Purchased Services. The district has made a concerted attempt to cut spending in this area. Major
efforts have gone to lowering energy costs by
entering into future contracts to hedge the cost of
electricity. Purchased Services amounted to $5.9
last year, an increase of 7.2%.
Supplies/Materials. These expenses are for office
supplies and materials, and once again ETHS is
trying to keep costs down. The total for FY 2015
was $4.1, the same as FY 2014.
Capital Outlay. Capital outlay expenditures for FY
2015 amounted to $1.5 million, the same as in FY
2014.
Other Objects. Expenditures here amounted to
$315,885, a 37% decrease from FY 2014.
Tuition. Tuition expenses amounted to $6.8 million
for FY 2015. This was a decrease of 12.8% from FY
2014. Miscellaneous expenditures here amounted
to $0.5 million, about the same as FY 2013.

Operating Funds Expenses by Category
Fiscal Year 2014-2015
Tuition 8%
Miscellaneous <1%
Capital Outlay 2%
Supplies and Materials 5%
Purchased Services 7%

Fringe 7%
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Salaries 71%

Student achievement highest in
ETHS history

E

vanston Township High School offers its
students over 250 courses in a rigorous
career and college-preparatory curriculum
that includes a broad range of academic courses
and electives. Twenty-nine Advanced Placement
(AP) courses in art, English, history/social science,
math, science, and world languages are available.
Honors-level credit can be earned in 143 courses
in all curricular areas.
2014-15 was a banner year at ETHS. The Class
of 2015 registered the highest ACT (American
College Testing) composite score in the school’s
history, well above the state and national scores.
In addition, the percent of juniors and seniors taking AP exams hit an all-time high last year, and
more ETHS students than ever earned a score of
3, 4, or 5 on their AP exams.
According to ETHS Superintendent Eric Witherspoon: “Beginning in 2011, the Class of 2015 was
the first cohort to be enrolled in the restructured,
detracked freshman Humanities course, which
presents a rigorous college and career-preparation
curriculum aligned with ACT and AP standards,
providing an opportunity for all students to earn
honors credit. Freshmen are challenged to continue taking rigorous honors-level and AP courses
as they go through ETHS. Since then, student participation in AP courses has become more racially
diverse and the number of high scores has continued to climb.”

For many years, the ACT Program that follows
students from 8th grade through 11th grade has
measured academic progress at ETHS. Historically, Illinois juniors took the ACT college-entrance
exam as part of the state’s Prairie State Achievement Exam (PSAE). Many fewer also take the
SAT, designed by the College Board for college
admission. Beginning in 2014-15, the State of Illinois replaced the PSAE with the Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC). Illinois 11th-graders may continue to
take the ACT as a state-mandated test, depending on a decision currently pending at the Illinois
State Board of Education.
ACT
Illinois is among only 13 states that require students to take the ACT. Despite the high number
of students taking the test, college-bound or not,
ETHS’s composite score in 2015 was 23.9, a school
record and well above the state (20.7) and national
(21.0) averages. Black, White, and Latino students
outscored their state and national counterparts,
as well. In addition, ETHS posted all-time high
scores in 2015 on all ACT subtests (English, math,
reading, and science).
Two years ago, composite scores of all students
taking the ACT, including those needing extended-time accommodations, were included in a
school’s composite score. This increase in the
(continued on next page)

ACT Comparison

a

Grad Year

ACT
Reported
# of Srs
Tested*

Composite

English

Math

Reading

Science

ETHS Avg

IL Avg

Nat’l Avg

2011a

611

22.9

23.5

22.7

22.3

23.0

20.9

21.1

2012a

678

22.9

23.4

22.9

22.2

23.0

20.9

21.1

a

2013

737

23.3

23.4

23.1

22.5

23.2

20.6

20.9

2014

b

633

22.9

23.0

23.2

22.3

23.0

20.7

21.0

2015b

739

23.8

23.8

24.1

23.4

23.9

20.7

21.0

Includes only students who tested without accommodations.
Includes all students.

b
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Student achievement, continued

testing pool caused state and national results to
drop. Yet at ETHS, composite rose in 2013 to 23.2
(from 23.0), went back to 23.0 in 2014, and shot up
to 23.9 in 2015. Still, the Class of 2014’s score of
23.0, with all students tested, is the same as the
2011 and 2012 composites, which did not include
students with accommodations.
According to Supt. Eric Witherspoon, “We are
raising expectations, and we have taken a multifaceted approach to creating a school-wide culture of
academic achievement for all students at ETHS.”
ACT College-Readiness Benchmarks
ACT’s College-Readiness Benchmarks are the
minimum score needed on ACT subject-area tests
to indicate a 50% chance of obtaining a “B” or
higher, or a 75% chance of obtaining at least a
“C”, in the corresponding credit-bearing college
courses, which include English composition, algebra, social science, and biology.
Research has shown that math and English scores
are more directly correlated with college success than reading and science scores. Math and
English scores are strong predictors of first-year
GPA in college. The higher the math and English
scores the less likely students are to drop out.
The percent of ETHS students that meet or exceed
the College-Readiness Benchmarks is higher than
the national percentages in English and math.
In 2015, 74% of ETHS seniors met or exceeded
the ACT benchmarks in English and 61% in math.
By comparison, only 64% of graduating seniors

E

nationwide in 2015 met the ACT benchmark in
English and only 42% met the benchmark in math.
Advanced Placement Exam
ETHS sophomores, juniors, and seniors may take
AP courses, which give them a chance to try
college-level work in high school. Due to a concentrated effort to boost honors and AP enrollment,
85% of ETHS juniors and seniors (1,232 students)
in 2014-15 took at least one honors or AP course.
In particular, the percentage of seniors taking at
least one AP course has jumped from 70% in 2013
to 79% in 2015.
In addition, the percentage of ETHS seniors scoring a 3, 4, or 5 continued to rise (69% in 2013 to
74% in 2015). In comparison, in 2013, 22% of Illinois seniors and 20% nationwide who took one
or more AP exams scored 3 or better. Those who
earn a 3 or more may be granted college credit at
many colleges and universities. In August 2015,
the Illinois legislature passed a law requiring public institutions of higher education to give college
credit to students who earned a score of 3 or
higher on an AP exam.
Along with this overall increase in AP enrollment,
the increasing success of ETHS students taking
AP courses, particular students of color, has risen
dramatically. In 2012, 67% of White seniors, 26%
of Latino seniors, and 11% of Black seniors scored
3 or better; four years later, 80% of White seniors,
50% of Latino seniors, and 21% of Black students
earned 3+ on their AP exams.

National media focuses on ETHS’s work
to expand academic access

THS’s efforts to expand academic access to all students, beginning freshman year, to rigorous honors and Advanced Placement courses received national attention earlier this year.

In February, the National Journal, an influential public policy and business publication, noted ETHS’s work to close
the achievement gap between white and non-white students in “No Child Written Off: You Can Get Smarter.”
(See the article at nationaljournal.com.)

In May, PBS NewsHour, which reaches 98% of the nation’s television households, highlighted Advanced Placement efforts at ETHS in the segment “High school shrinks achievement gap by setting a high bar.” The story
features interviews and coverage from the local Chicago Tonight (WTTW ) segment aired last spring (“Recruiting
for Advanced Placement”) and continues to point out that ETHS’s efforts can serve as a national model to other
school districts to improve student success, especially that of students of color.
In April, the American Educational Research Association brought researchers from around the country to study
ETHS’s restructuring of freshman-year Humanities and Biology classes, where students of mixed backgrounds all
study honors-level material together but must earn honors credit through demonstrated work. An article in Education Week by Debra Viadero summarized the lessons learned during the AERA visit. (See “AERA: Illinois High
School Expands Access to High-Level Academics.”)
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ETHS opens centers for students
and families, visitors

ast year, ETHS opened two new spaces—the
Student Success Center (aka “The Hub”)
and the Welcome Center. Both are attractive
spaces that streamline and centralize services and
resources within the school.
Student Success Center (Room W201)
ETHS debuted a comprehensive, student-centered facility that serves as a one-stop shop for
student-centered services and supports. Nicknamed “The Hub,” this new 16,000-sq. ft. space
brings all of the academic study centers for math,
science, English/history, and world languages
into a central location. It’s also the place for the
community service program, college and career
services, student activities, the homework center,
and Wildkit Academy (Saturday academic support program). Plus, important community youth
services provided by Y.O.U. and the Youth Job
Center are located in The Hub, as well as ample
space for tutoring, studying, collaborating on
group projects, and holding student meetings.

Key ETHS personnel and student leaders helped
design The Hub. They soft-launched the center
last fall to allow students to familiarize themselves
with what The Hub offered. Once it took off, students flocked there throughout the day. Mondays
are busiest, but 1,200 students on average utilize
the Hub facilities each day. By year’s end, over
90% of the student body had accessed resources
in The Hub at some time during the year.
The Welcome Center (Room E112)
Parents, families, and visitors now have a dedicated place to go when they come to ETHS where
they can have access to general information,
specific parent-guardian programs, and important direct services such as language-translation
services and transition programs for freshmen
and new students. This open, inviting room can
be reserved to host parent-focused meetings and
events in the afternoon and evening.

Facilities include two presentation areas, four
meeting rooms, a multi-purpose room, a work
room, large open study area, drop-in lounges for
group study, and two Genius (computer) bars, as
well as office space around the periphery for the
various programs housed there.

The Welcome Center (above), located
on the first floor just off the school’s front
entrance, provides families and visitors
a place to learn about ETHS and host
parent-related meetings.

In Fall 2014, ETHS opened the HUB
(Student Success Center), a place where
students can go to study, access various
school resources and programs, and
hold meetings.
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ETHS students act against
racial injustice

ast December, ETHS students showed their
deep concern about the race-based riots
in Ferguson, MO, and Staten Island, NY,
over the fatal shooting of two African American
males. But, rather than taking to the streets, as in
so many other communities, they came together
to hold a sit-in, throughout the school, to silently
express their convictions.
The demonstration, which took place during
a morning passing period, was organized by
student leaders and communicated to the administration. Signs posted in the school said it all: “It’s
not just in Ferguson. It’s everywHERE. It’s easy
to show solidarity for those that have been lost.
What is hard is changing the system brick by brick,
starting in your own community.…Discrimination
exists. In Ferguson, in New York, in Evanston. It is
not just a ‘black’ issue. It is a human one.”
After the sit-in, ETHS Asst. Supt./Principal Marcus
Campbell expressed his pride in the students.
“They were reflective, respectful, and responsible
as they showed solidarity with the protests that
are happening all over this country.”

On a similar note, in February, ETHS’s SOAR (Students Organized Against Racism) organization
sponsored a two-day conference attended by 100
students at Northwestern University for students
from four other local high schools. Students from
Niles West and North, Highland Park, and New
Trier joined ETHS students to develop their racial
consciousness and become leaders for racial justice. SOAR was formed at ETHS in 2013.
In addition, a group of senior boys worked in the
fall on a Stop the Violence project that supports
peace and speaks against the view that all minority
teenagers engage in senseless acts of violence.
Frustrated with rap music that hypes violence,
they wrote and recorded a music video that promotes peace. (See “Standing Soldiers – Through
the Fire” on YouTube.) This project led them to
organize an Evanston Peace March, followed by a
Peace Rally, held on June 5. Over 25 Chicago-area
schools joined the effort.

A majority of ETHS’s students and many staff members lined the three miles of hallways to protest against racial injustice. Photo by
Katherine Bald, ETHS ‘15
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Black Male/Female Summits launch
Social Consciousness Series at ETHS

O

n September 26, 2014, ETHS hosted its
first-ever Black Male Summit, attended by
412 students, grades 9-12, and 167 adult
volunteers. Many adult volunteers served as mentors for students and committed to working with
them over their years at ETHS.
Over 25% of the mentors are ETHS alumni, including City Council members Delores Holmes, ETHS
’58, and Peter Braithwaite ’88, and Cook County
Circuit Court Judge Lionel Jean-Baptiste ’70.
The Summit goals were to connect Black male
students to resources available at ETHS and in
the community, and to support their academic
and social growth. At the Summit, students took
part in various activities, including identity workshops, group discussions with Black peers and
community adults, networking with ETHS partner
agencies and local institutions, and action-plan
development.
Thanks to the first Summit’s success, ETHS
launched a Social Consciousness Series this fall
that kicked off with a second Black Male Summit,

and a parallel event for Black females, all in an
effort to continue supporting the academic success and well-being of all ETHS students. Close to
1,000 students from all grade levels participated
in the two summits.
Using the theme “Go Get It!,” the female summit drew over 400 girls to this inaugural event.
Workshops covered self-esteem, colorism, and
communication among peers.
Praising ETHS’s efforts to focus on Black students’
needs, community leader and Summit participant,
Kenneth Cherry, said the school and community
must come together to “educate and prepare
[Black students] for the world they will live in.”
The series, hosted throughout the school year,
will interactively and reflectively address ongoing
and pervasive issues that impact students and
staff such as racism, sexism, ableism, transphobia,
homophobia, Islamaphobia, and more.
By Ahmadou Drame, ETHS ’07
ETHS Community & External Affairs Coordinator

Visual arts teachers in the ETHS Fine Arts Department made this auditorium banner for the
Black Male and Female Summits.

Planners of the first Black
Male Summit included
M.D. Shelton, student
school board representative;
Supt. Eric Witherspoon;
Calvin Mackie, keynote
speaker; Marcus Campbell,
Asst. Supt./Principal; and
Ahmadou Drame, ETHS
Community & External Affairs
Coordinator.
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ETHS kudos in 2014-15

Students

Senior Andrew Bempah was one of 28 students
(from over 5,000 applicants) to receive a $40,000
award in the Ron Brown Scholar Program, the nation’s
leading scholarship program for African-Americans
chosen on the basis of academic excellence, leadership potential, and other attributes.
Senior Jackie Colquitt was among 1,000 students named Gates Millennium Scholars, earning
them a scholarship to the college of their choice
through the United Negro College Fund.
Senior Andre Wallace received the Princeton
Prize in Race Relations. The program honors
young people who are working to increase understanding and mutual respect among all races.
Last May, senior Joey Schnide was named champ
in Lincoln-Douglas debate at the 2015 Grand
National Speech/Debate Tournament held by the
National Catholic Forensic League (NCFL), ETHS’s
first national championship in Lincoln-Douglas
debate. In June, Schnide won the top spot in
Extemporaneous Debate at the National Speech/
Debate Assn. (NSDA) tourney, the second NSDA
national championship in ETHS history.
In April, the American Scholastic Press Assn.
awarded The Evanstonian a “First Place with
Special Merit” rating, one of only three schools
in the nation
to receive this
honor,
and
named it one
of the Most
Outstanding
High
School
Newspapers
for 2014-15. On
May 1, ETHS
won the state
championship
in the IHSA
journalism finals.
Staff members on both the newspaper and yearbook
were honored for their work in several categories.
Last spring, the ETHS Jazz Ensemble was chosen
to perform at the 2016 Illinois Music Education
Conference next January. Over 10,000 music educators will attend this annual conference, held in
Peoria, IL.
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Senior Harry Thornton was among 10 finalists at
the 32nd annual English-Speaking Union National
Shakespeare Competition, held at Lincoln Center
in New York City.

Staff
Kim Minestra, ETHS Director of Nutrition Services, was appointed to the IL School Nutrition
Assn. Board for 2014-15 and will serve as President Elect.
Physics teacher Mark (“Doc V”) Vondracek was
among 50 finalists (16 from the US, out of 5,000
nominations) for the Global
Teacher Prize, sponsored by
the Varkey GEMS Foundation. This inaugural group of
50 educators is working with
Harvard U. and Varkey to
develop global best-teaching practices, beginning
with international collaborations, to raise the public view
of teaching and education
on a global scale.
Two ETHS history teachers—Corey Winchester
and Sabrina Ehmke—were chosen to go to Bolivia
and Peru this past summer on a Fulbright-Hays
project entitled “Indigenous Voices at the Frontier of a Globalized World.”
Math teacher Richard Kaplan was awarded the
2015 T.E. Rine Award for Excellence in Secondary
Mathematics Teaching by the IL Council of Teachers of Mathematics. A 17-year ETHS veteran,
Kaplan has been instrumental in transforming AB
Calculus Advanced Placement classes at ETHS by
substantially increasing the enrollment of Black
and Latino students.
Scott Bramley, Assoc. Principal for Instruction/Literacy, received the 2015 award from the Chicago
Area Reading Assn. for outstanding leadership in
literacy education.

Technology on the front burner at ETHS

I

n fall 2014, ETHS launched the “1:1 Digital-Learning Initiative” to provide students
with Chromebook computers to facilitate the
use of technology both in and out of the classroom. Beginning with the freshmen class, students
will use the district-leased laptops as learning
tools in their classes to interact with teachers and
with classmates for group projects. They can also
use their computers after school at multiple sites
(for example, at home, local library, etc.).
Issuing students Chromebooks is just the latest
effort of the ETHS Informational & Instructional
Technology (ITT) department to enhance the technology needs of students and teachers. The IIT
team continually works to equip ETHS educators
across the curriculum with an array of up-to-date
media tools and devices.
The Chromebook program gives students and
teachers more opportunities to strengthen their
digital-literacy skills as they access the Internet or
use the many online research and learning tools
already in place at ETHS. Phasing-in the program

across the four grades will help ensure there is
adequate funding to provide laptops and enough
human bandwidth to offer the training and technical support needed to sustain the program.

ETHS began providing students with laptop
computers to use throughout high school.

The Student Tech Center (or “ChromeZone”), a
student-run help desk for Chromebooks, was created to provide maintenance and repair as well as
customer service for ETHS students and staff. Students can earn Information Technology Internship
course credit working in the ChromeZone.

ETHS refines its brand and signage

O

n September 22, 2014, Evanston Township High School kicked off a multi-phase
branding and signage project. This project will focus on the development of a new ETHS
brand and improved signage to help students,
staff, and visitors better navigate the 1.2 million
square-foot school building and 65-acre campus.

ETHS hired Evanston-based Glantz Design and
Allegra print and sign company to partner with
ETHS staff on this project. Members of the school
community were surveyed in February about ETHS’s
current image and logos. As a result, two notable
ETHS identifiers—the ETHS crest and Willie the
Wildkit mascot logo—were redesigned. With a
nod to ETHS tradition, the crest now
features the familiar school front
with its iconic towers, and Willie has
been nostalgically refreshed. Use
of both the new crest and Willie
logo is under way.

Beginning this fall, project leaders began analyzing the often-confusing directional signs and
maps that exist in the building and around the
high school campus. Again, school-community
members will submit feedback. Signage changes
will be seen beginning next spring.
Changes at ETHS aren’t just visual, however.
“We’ve worked intentionally over the last few
years to develop our brand with new engagement initiatives such as the popular Campus Tour
program and new communication tools like the
new mobile app,” said Evangeline Semark, ETHS
Director of Communications/Engagement. Last
spring, ETHS also revamped its web site (www.
eths.k12.il.us) to make it more accessible and
useful to the school, community, prospective
families, and visitors.
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ETHS rejuvenates tennis courts,
planetarium

wo facilities at ETHS—the Lake Street
Tennis Courts and the Planetarium—have
undergone complete make-overs and were
unveiled this October. During the 2014-15 school
year, the ETHS Educational Foundation focused on
raising the necessary funds to renovate both venues, and the work was completed this past summer.

On October 6, ETHS hosted a Grand Re-Opening
at the Lake Street Tennis Courts. The ribbon-cutting
ceremony
featured
award-winning tennis
pro Katrina Adams,
now President of the
US Tennis Assn., who
gave the keynote
address.
The “new” ETHS tennis
center includes seven
resurfaced courts in
orange and blue, several viewing stands,
landscaped picnic areas,
restrooms, and lighting
Katrina Adams, President of the
US Tennis Assn., was the keynot- for evening play and
er at the tennis center opening.
use by local community
tennis groups. A “water
garden” with water-hardy plants serves as an ecological
drainage area for the tennis courts.
The following week, the newly renovated planetarium was unveiled at a ceremony in the east
courtyard. Originally built in 1968 to honor Supt.
Lloyd Michael’s retirement, the ETHS planetarium
was one of only a few located on a high school
campus, and was state-of-the-art at the time. Now
there are approximately 50 high school planetariums in the US, but the recent renovations make
the ETHS facility among the most advanced.
Sporting a navy blue dome, the “new” planetarium features digital technology, an Imax-like
360-degree projection screen, surround sound,
and interactive learning opportunities. The ETHS
Educational Foundation raised $800,000 to fund
the renovation, thanks, in part, to the generosity
of ETHS alumnus Leonard Schaeffer, ’63, who
donated $500,000 to the project on top of a
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previous $500,000 donation in 2013 for four new
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts,
math) labs at the school.
While ETHS astronomy and geoscience course
enrollments have surged in the past few years, the
new planetarium facility offers cutting-edge tools
that can be customized “for learning across the
entire ETHS curriculum,” said Superintendent Eric
Witherspoon.
According to GionMathias Schelbert, a ’90 alum,
who teaches astronomy at ETHS and urged the
administration to invest in its aging planetarium,
“This new facility allows the study of so much
more [than astronomy].” For example, Humanities
students can study the Sistine Chapel ceiling in
breath-taking detail; and Biology students can
tour the inside of the human body. In addition,
science students in District 65 and from Northwestern University will be able to benefit from the
ETHS planetarium technology.
Two science luminaries—Dr. Michelle Larson,
President of the Adler Planetarium, and alumna
Dr. Faith Vilas, ETHS ’69, Senior Scientist for the
Planetary Science Institute—came to salute new
facility. “This planetarium is a canvas of wonder,”
said Larson, “for all sorts of exploration.” Vilas,
who received the ETHS Distinguished Alumni
Award in 2012, noted she was first introduced to
astronomy at ETHS, and her first job, at age 16,
was at the Adler Planetarium.

ETHS Asst. Supt./Principal Marcus Campbell (center) joined Dr.
Mark Hammergren (l.), Adler Planetarium astronomer, and Dr.
Faith Vilas (rt.), Senior Scientist at the Planetary Science Institute,
at the Planetarium unveiling.
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ETHS Educational Foundation
continues to grow

he ETHS Educational Foundation was
established in 2005. Through individual,
corporate, and foundation gifts, the Foundation is able to raise and distribute funds to
the high school that complement, enhance and
enrich, beyond the means of conventional public
funding, opportunities that further the educational mission of Evanston Township High School.
In 2014-15, the foundation raised and distributed
$910,221 to ETHS, the majority of which supported renovations to the ETHS Planetarium. The
planetarium, dedicated in 1968, was the first in
the country built on a high school campus.
Currently, the Foundation Board is undertaking
two important initiatives. The first is to refurbish
the school’s central hallway and main lobby to
showcase student work and to offer a more welcoming and inspiring student-centered learning
atmosphere. The administration is committed to
maintaining the beautiful architecture of ETHS; its
current facility opened in 1924. The second initiative
is to fund the installation of a small wind turbine
at the renewable energy and
ecology lab. In addition to
providing electricity, the turbine will be a learning tool.
Our students will be able to
monitor all activity via clear
circuitry panels.

Upgrading the campus facilities is a monumental
task and private funds have helped to improve
every corner of campus from new STEAM labs,
to new curtains and riggings in the auditorium,
to cutting-edge curricular programs such as our
Geometry in Construction, Advanced Manufacturing, and Algebra in Entrepreneurship classes.
These experiential courses are inspiring students
to consider careers in fields where there is great
demand. They are also strengthening the academic resumes of our students who are qualifying
for extraordinary post-secondary opportunities.
It is thanks to the continued support of alumni and
parents and local businesses that the Educational
Foundation is able to provide ETHS with these
resources in order to enhance the educational
experience of all students. These extraordinary
improvements are beyond the scope of the district’s tax revenue.
There are various ways to give: general donation,
planned-giving options, gifts of marketable securities, and others. Why not engrave a brick or arrange
to have a plaque installed on a
bench? For more information,
contact Fran Caan, ETHS Director
of Development, at 847-424-7157
or caanfs@eths.k12.il.us.

ETHS Supt. Eric Witherspoon (l.) met up with
Leonard Schaeffer, ETHS ’63, at the public unveiling of the Planetarium. Schaeffer underwrote
most of the cost of the Planetarium’s renovation.
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