
ETHS Career Pathway Info Session 
Apprenticeship, Trade, Work+ 

Michelle Vazquez - ETHS Post Secondary Counselor 
Tana Francellno - Career Partnership Manager

Lynn Weiss  - WE Program Director
Nala Bishop - Work-Based Learning PIP Fellow



Agenda

1. 2023-2024 ETHS Career Exploration Events
2. The WE Program
3. Stay Informed 

a. SchooLinks
b. Career Pathway Guide

4. DRS Services for individuals with Disabilities
5. 7 ETHS Career Pathways
6. Apprenticeships
7. Trade, Career and Vocational Training Programs
8. Military and Public Service Career Exploration at ETHS
9. Youth Job Center 



2023-2024 
Career Exploration Events

10/4    630pm Intro to Career Pathways  Zoom

10/24   All day Wildkit Futures Day

10/25   All day Aviation Career Exploration Day 

11/13  All day ETHS Military Visit Day  W200J

11/28   TBD Career Pathway Field Trip               

(Engineering Manufacturing, Trades)

12/4     TBD 2024 IKIT Spring Break and Summer 

Application Opens

12/4    All day Vocational Trade School Visit Day W220J

12/11   8:30am ASVAB Exam @ ETHS   Room W125

12/13   TBD Career Pathway Field Trip (Hospitality 

and Culinary)

1/29 All day Health Care Career Expo    Room A252

3/20 All day Career Pathway Fair   Field House

Work Based Learning (WBL) 
Programs, Events, and Field 

Trips for ETHS Students. 

Stay informed…

● ETHS Calendar and Website
● ETHS Staff Quicklinks
● SchooLinks Announcements
● Career Pathway Google Site
● Classroom Invitations
● Daily Bulletin/Announcements
● Read Emails

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83819874307?pwd=ZHJ3RkozbHJuN0pMcUwyeXNRSzVDUT09
https://sites.google.com/eths202.org/ethscareerpathwayevents/home


ETHS Aviation Career Day
October 25, 2023 - ETHS Field House

ETHS Health Career Expo
January 29, 2024 - A252

ETHS Career Pathway Fair
March 20, 2024 - ETHS Field House

Make sure to listen to announcements and 
Check your email for Career Pathway 

Exploration Field Trips! 





IKIT Spring Break Grades 10-12
IKIT Summer Grades 11-12
Application opens in December!



THE WE PROGRAM

Our mission: to support young people by being the bridge 
that helps them launch a successful “tech or trade” career!

    info@evanstonwe.org
312.316.4003

mailto:lweiss@evanstonwe.org


What is the WE Program?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BWDd0FRK93P-R4Ef3YkOmbeKDkh7Eils/preview


What you get in the WE Program?

1. Paid internships! ($1500 - $3500 each summer) to help you 
explore careers that interest you!

2. Individualized career-coaching for up to 6 years to get you 
started, to support you as you train, & to launch a career!

3. Up to $500 for a training program in the “tech or trades” … 
if it’s not already free or even paid to train! 



What you get in the WE Program?

Workshops help you learn how to: 

● Communicate better at work, 
● Understand what a boss/supervisor wants, 
● Figure out what career may be right for you,
● Interview well & create a successful resume,
● Manage your money & budget,
● Connect with peers who are interested in the 

same career as you & with people in the 
community who can support you!



How do I get into the WE Program?

Join one of our cohorts as a 
 junior or senior… 

or even after you graduate!

Contact us at: 
info@evanstonwe.org

mailto:info@evanstonwe.org


Have fun while getting 
support to launch a career!

Email the 
WE Program today!

info@evanstonwe.org! 

What is the WE Program?

mailto:info@evanstonwe.org


Students and Parents 
Stay informed!

                       Career Pathway Google Site                            SchooLinks  (“School Events”)

https://sites.google.com/eths202.org/ethscareerpathwayevents/home
https://app.schoolinks.com/login/k12
https://sites.google.com/eths202.org/staffchome/home
https://app.schoolinks.com/login/k12


Explore Careers in SchooLinks

College & Career Readiness:
● Career Interest Assessments
● Career profiles

○ Hot Careers
○ Military Careers

● Career Opportunity Board
○ Local Internship listings
○ Career Exploration Programs
○ Summer Enrichment Programs

● College search
● Common App integration
● Student Events

○ College Visits
○ Career Speakers and Fairs

● Virtual campus tours
● ….and more!

https://schoolinks.com/


ETHS Career Pathway Guide



7 ETHS Career Pathways



Common Post High School Options

➔ Apprenticeships
➔ Trade/Vocational School
➔ 2 Year Community College  
➔ 4 Year College/University
➔ Full Time Work 
➔ Military
➔ Gap Year Programs
➔ Transition Services for students with IEPS



Division of Rehabilitation Services (DRS)
DHS's Division of Rehabilitation Services 
(DRS) is the state's lead agency serving 
individuals with disabilities. DRS works in 
partnership with people with disabilities 
and their families to assist them in making 
informed choices to achieve full 
community participation through 
employment, education, and 
independent living opportunities.

Three programs in one department:
1. Vocational Rehabilitation (VR)
2. Secondary Transitional Experience 

Program (STEP)
3. Home Service Program (HSP)

Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Employment support services (post high 
school)

• Employment specialist, job coach, etc. 
Educational Support services (post high 
school)

• Trade School, Certificate Program, 
College/University (based on DRS 
criteria)

Seniors (only) can complete the DRS Web 
Referral between  December- February to 
get services for the following year.

Division of Rehabilitation Services
Individuals with Disabilities

   

Questions? Contact 
Ms. Nicole Mims Johnson 
Transition & Voc. Coordinator
ETHS Special Education Dept.
johnsonn@eths202.org 

https://wr.dhs.illinois.gov/wrpublic/wr/dynamic/referral.jsf
https://wr.dhs.illinois.gov/wrpublic/wr/dynamic/referral.jsf
mailto:johnsonn@eths202.org


Apprenticeships



● $$$ Earn while you learn $$$
● On-the-Job Training
● Gain valuable transferable skills
● Work towards nationally recognized credentials
● Advance in a chosen career
● Progress into higher education

○ Paid by employer
● Debt Free!

What is an Apprenticeship?



US Department of Labor 
How #ApprenticeshipWorks

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_N039Dhzzs&t=38


David’s Success Story

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qm7iF8L2Ebs


Culinary Demo @ ETHS  in Fall 2019 

Culinary Apprenticeship Opportunity
 after High School



Pre-Apprenticeship Program 

Our Illinois Works funded pre-apprenticeship program is a 8 week, FREE training to prepare adults 
for building trades apprenticeships, including unions.

Strict Attendance Policy

Pre-Apprentices Receive:
● Basic Construction Safety, NCCER Core Credential, OSHA 10 Construction, and CPR/First Aid
● Stipend, Transportation Assistance, Work Clothes, Tools and PPE
● Supportive Services, including apprentice application support and job placement assistance.
● Graduates apply to apprenticeship programs in a variety of trades, including plumbing, 

electricians, bricklayers, painters, sheet-metal workers, and more!

1245 Hartrey Avenue, Evanston 
Monday-Friday    
9:30am-3:30pm

Who can join?
This program is for people interested in training for a career in the building trades. Applicants must be at least 
18 years old, have a high school diploma or GED; a minimum 6th grade reading and math level, and be interested 
in moving into a building trades apprenticeship program or related employment.

https://goo.gl/maps/3uYBEMQtCnNfXFeN7


Apprenticeship Opportunities



Trade, Career, and Vocational 
Training Programs



What is a Trade School?

• Gives students technical, hand-on skills to 
prepare for a specific occupation.

• Quick Careers! 2 months - 2 Years 
• Affordable = Less Debt!....sometimes FREE!

Automotive          Construction/Trades Culinary
Cosmetology Dental Hygienist Health Care
Info Technology(IT) Medical Assistant  ...and more!



The DuPage County 
2023 TRADE Apprenticeship Expo

Wednesday, November 1st
3:30-6:30 pm
Session 1 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Session 2 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm

Location:
IBEW Local 701 Union Hall
28600 Bella Vista Parkway
Warrenville, IL 60555

Watch Expo Video

Register to attend by October 30th
https://powerforwarddupage.com/news/2023-registration/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCERKk4CX6g
https://powerforwarddupage.com/news/2023-registration/


ETHS Field Trip Opportunity  10/18/23



Com Ed - Careers in Trades

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHu8h5jiY9A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHu8h5jiY9A


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Pv9CdJggcg


Oakton College has over 150 Career 
Associate and Certificate Career Programs 

Accounting
Air Conditioning, Heating, and 
Refrigeration Technology
Applied Business
Architectural Technology
Automotive Service Excellence*
Automotive Technology*
Computer Applications for Business
Computer Information Systems
Computer Networking and Systems
Early Childhood Education
Education
Electronics and Computer Technology
Facilities Management and Engineering
Financial Services
Fire Science Technology
Global Business Studies
Graphic Design

 Health Information Technology**
Horticultural Therapy
Human Services
Law Enforcement
Management and Supervision
Manufacturing Technology
Marketing Management
Mechanical Design/CAD
Medical Laboratory Technology**
Nursing, Associate Degree**
Nursing, Basic Nurse Assistant Training
Pharmacy Technician
Physical Therapist Assistant**
Radio Frequency Identification
Substance Abuse Counseling

Visit www.oakton.edu for more info!

https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/accounting/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/air_cond_heating_refrigeration/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/air_cond_heating_refrigeration/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/business/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/architect_tech/
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/automotive_service_excellence/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/automotive_tech_apprentice/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/computer_app_business/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/acad/dept/cis/
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/computer_network_systems/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/acad/dept/ece/
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/education/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/electronics_comp_tech/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/facilities_management/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/financial_services/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/fire_tech/
https://www.oakton.edu/acad/dept/inttrade/
https://www.oakton.edu/acad/dept/grd/
https://www.oakton.edu/acad/dept/hit/
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/horticultural_therapy/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/human_services/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/law_enforcement/
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/management/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/manufacturing/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/marketing/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/mechanical_design_cad/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/acad/dept/mlt/
https://www.oakton.edu/acad/dept/nursing/
https://www.oakton.edu/acad/dept/bnat/
https://www.oakton.edu/acad/dept/mlt/pharmacy.htm
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/physical_therapist_assistant/
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/rfid/index.php
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/academic_departments/substance_abuse_counseling/index.php
http://www.oakton.edu


NorthShore University Health System 
ASPIRE - Career Training in Health Care

Nichole Valdez Arauez, Class of 2024

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1iyNwdw_nYNBuK1qVPs0nQL2SqPFgmTBp/preview


ASPIRE Healthcare Workforce Scholarship

Sponsor: City of Evanston – ASPIRE Program

Scholarship for students demonstrating interest in health careers. 
Recipients must be residents of the City of Evanston or current 
student/graduate of Evanston Township High School living in Oakton’s 
District. Student must be a U.S. citizen, permanent resident, or DACA 
recipient. Selected scholars are eligible for internship opportunities and 
interview for employment in the NorthShore Healthcare System. The 
award can support tuition, books, fees, and other expenses as needed.

https://oakton.academicworks.com/opportunities/2911 

https://oakton.academicworks.com/opportunities/2911


 Local Trade Schools and  
Career Training Programs 



Military & Public Service
 Career Exploration



Military Exploration @ ETHS

● Goal is to educate and inform the student on careers in 
Public Service

● Mon. Nov 13th - Military Visit Day @ ETHS  
○ Yearly. Week of Veterans Day
○ U.S. Enlistment Branches
○ U.S. Military Academies
○ Juniors and Seniors register in SchooLinks under 

“School Events”

● Mon. Dec 11th - ASVAB Exam @ ETHS
○ Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery Exam

● Virtual/In-Person Private Appointments by request
○ Student, Recruiter, Parent and Liaison

● ETHS Futures Day  (In Fall)

● ETHS Career Pathway Fair  (In Spring)

● Field Trips



Evanston Fire & Police Explorers

● Evanston Youth age 14-20
● Job Shadow, Ride-a-Longs, Hand-on trainings
● $51 Fee (Scholarships available)
● Hiring preference given

https://www.cityofevanston.org/ 





Military & Public Service 
Career Exploration Opportunities



Youth Job Center 
Employment Services & Opportunities



Youth Job Center, Inc.
1114 Church St. Evanston, IL 60201

● https://youthjobcenter.org/ 
● 2 Offices- ETHS and Church 

St.
● Thursdays in Hub W220F 

○ By Appointment only 
○ https://calendly.com/youthjobcenter 

● Call 847-864-5627
● Youth age 16-25 
● Email info@youthjobcenter.org 

Job Placement   -   Work Readiness Trainings   -   Advising

https://youthjobcenter.org/
https://calendly.com/youthjobcenter


YJC Job Board 
https://youthjobcenter.org/jobboard   



Thank you!
Mrs. Michelle Vazquez, ETHS Post Secondary Counselor

vazquezm@eths202.org

Ms. Tana Francellno, Career Partnership Manager
francellnot@eths202.org

Ms. Lynn Weiss, The WE Program
lweiss@evanstonwe.org 

Ms. Nala Bishop, Work Based Learning PIP Fellow
bishopn@eths202.org 

Thank you!

mailto:vazquezm@eths202.org
mailto:francellnot@eths202.org
mailto:lweiss@evanstonwe.org
mailto:bishopn@eths202.org

