
             Post High School Planning: 
 Freshman & Sophomore Years



Scan to Sign In 



                    ETHS Post High School Planning Mission

ETHS is committed to empowering ALL 
students with the tools to make informed 
decisions about their post-high school 
options. 

Our goal is for every student to develop a 
broader awareness of self and the breadth of 
opportunities available to them after high 
school. Simply put, we want students to feel 
confident about what they will do and how they 
will do it after graduation from ETHS. 



        The Vision



   Our Post High School Planning Philosophy 

Awareness, Access and Success

Awareness requires knowing college and employer 

expectations. 

Access requires doing the necessary things to be prepared to 

reach your goals. 

Success will be attained when you are college and career ready.



Post-High School Options

Apprenticeship: Typically paid career training in skilled trades. 

Trade/Career School: Education concentrated on preparing students for work in their 
chosen career field.    

2 Year College/Community College: Earn an Associate’s degree with an option to 
transfer to a four-year college or earn a License or Career Certificate. 

4 Year College/University: Earn a Bachelor's degree in a wide spectrum of interest 
areas.

Full Time Work: Work an average of 30 hours per week or more at one employer.

Military Service: Time spent serving in the U.S. Armed Forces in a career determined 
by the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery). 

Gap Year Programs: A semester or year of service and/or enrichment between high 
school and college. 

Transition Services: Continued instruction in education, employment/training and 
independent living skills for eligible students with IEPs. 



College & Career Readiness Traits
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College & Career
Readiness Traits

Initiative

       Leadership
     
Self -              
Management
 

Reliability

Curiosity

Teamwork

Problem 
Solving

 Communication 



   Where You Should Put Your Attention: 

1. Course Selection
2. Grades (consistent or upward trend)
3. Test scores (maybe)
4. Character (the best kind)
5. Diversity (all sorts)
6. Extra stuff (depth is great; leadership is awesome)



The Great GPA Sorting Game

● 9 volunteers 

● Play the roles of applicants

● Experience the way admission staff review 
applicant qualities

● See how applicant qualities impact position within 
the applicant pool



An exceptionally strong academic program

+2



Play the Oboe 

+1



Applying Early Decision

+2



Major in Psychology or Pre-Med

-1



Major in Greek

+2



Had trouble getting a letter of rec

-2



You included the wrong college’s name in your essay

-4



You didn’t write the optional essay

-1



Essay topic = What I learned from playing sports

-1



Essay of the year!

+3



Got caught plagiarizing a paper

Sit down. 
Nothing else matters.



1st gen college going

+2



Summer Enrichment

+2



No Extracurricular Activities 

-3



Community Service Project

+1



Eagle Scout or Gold Award Recipient

+2



Varsity Athlete

+2



Varsity athlete and took 2nd at Regionals

+1



‘D’ in a core course junior year

-3



Introduced yourself to the college rep 

+1



Explained your ‘D’ to the college rep

+1



A legal resident of Idaho

+3



Missed your counselor interview

-1



Your last name is Gates; Gates is the name on the 
library and it’s not a coincidence.

Go to the front of the line.



http://sho.co/19CD0

ICAP Intro.

http://sho.co/19CD0


    ICAP Developmental Model

ICAP

Career 
Exploration

Athletics, 
Service & 
Activities

Academics

Personal 
Experience



            The ETHS ICAP Stages
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9th Grade: 11th Grade:
Self-Awareness Planning

10th Grade: 12th Grade:
Career Exploration Decision-Making/

Action



    Strategic Planning 

•Intro to ETHS
•Self Reflection 
•Intro to Careers
•Goal Setting
•Financial Awareness

2027

•Career Exploration
•Self Reflection
•Goal setting
•Financial Awareness 

2026
•Self Reflection
•College Exploration
•Career Experience
•Goal Setting
•Financial Planning

2025

•Self Reflection
•Decision Making 
•Action

2024

Employment

Military

College

   Job       Transition 
Training    Services

Career 
Programs

Gap Year

2 year
4 year



    ICAPs May Include

● SMART goals
● Results from various interest and personality assessments
● A resume: work, service, activities, honors/awards
● A schedule of assigned “to dos”
● Career plans
● College plans
● Standardized test scores
● Reflective writing 
● Meeting notes
● Documents



Opportunities for Success

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Feths202.org%2Fethsfash%2Ffash-programs&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw0jMQvGm6bS6AgLqr6Hsw-q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Feths202.org%2Feths-sash%2Fsash-programs&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw0mEgzvo2PG286-PGSrj5KO


https://schoolinks.com/


SchooLinks Guardian Access

 3. SchooLinks

Online Tools

1. Students & Families

   2.OnlineTools



SchooLinks Guardian Access

Gmail email accounts - 
Log in with Google

Non-gmail email accounts - Enter 
email address and click “forgot 
password” to set your password.



SchooLinks Step 1: Personality Profile
Let’s Look back at your student’s Find Your Path results!

https://schoolinks.com/


            SchooLinks – Career Planning Tool

● Career Search
● Career Profiles 
● Income Details
● Career Growth / “Hot Careers”
● Careers by State 
● Career Videos
● Directory of Military Career Options 
● Local Career Exploration Opportunities

https://schoolinks.com/


7 ETHS Career Pathways 

ETHS Programs of Study Guide

https://www.eths.k12.il.us/Page/698


    SchooLinks – College Planning Tool

● College Search
● College Profiles 
● Cost and Financial Aid Details
● College Maps
● Virtual Tours and Photos
● Scholarships
● Scattergrams (graphs)

○ ETHS Application History
○ ETHS Acceptance History

https://schoolinks.com/


Scattergrams 



Scattergrams Cont.  

GPA

Test Score



Application Data



                    What You Can Expect From Your Counselor

● Educational planning meetings - flexible four-year academic plan

● Counselor lessons in FASH – graduation requirements, GPA 
calculation, goal setting, interest exploration

● Standardized testing details

● Junior and Senior evening parent/guardian programs

● Guardian + student post high school planning conference jr. year
● Individualized college planning meetings as needed

● Counselor letter of recommendation

● Manage the college application process 



    College & Career Services Team

Mrs. Arey, Coordinator
Provides comprehensive post-high school counseling and 
coordinates college planning programs.

Mrs. Vazquez, Counselor
Provides comprehensive post-high school counseling and 
coordinates career exploration programs.

Mr. Shambee, Support
Provides support to students and CCS staff. 
Coordinates scholarships. 
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                College & Career Services 

● Comprehensive post high school counseling
● Career speakers
● Career partnerships
● Junior and parent/guardian evening program
● College representative visits
● College campus & workplace tours
● College bound student athlete advising
● Financial aid / scholarship advising
● College & job application assistance
● Essay writing assistance



         Start Now  
(In no particular order)

● Complete ICAP “To Dos” 
● Reflect on your experiences regularly
● Discuss interests/goals with your counselor
● View Career Pathway Info Sessions
● Steer your own ship
● Make unofficial visits to campuses
● Become familiar with SchooLinks 
● Get involved / get more involved



     Major Takeaways

● “It depends”
● Check Email daily/ Check Google Classroom daily
● Course requests are VERY important
● SchooLinks is a valuable tool!
● Be involved AND go deeper into your interests
● Reflect, reflect, reflect        
● You have resources. Use them!
● It’s NEVER too early!



Upcoming December Events 



@ethsccs

                                     

                    

   Follow College & Career Services


